
*This meeting may be filmed by the Council for subsequent broadcast online and can be viewed at 

http://www.houghtonregis.org.uk/minutes 
 

Phones and other equipment may be used to film, audio record, tweet or blog from this meeting by an 

individual Council member or a member of the public. The use of images or recordings arising from this 

is not under the Council’s control. 
 

No part of the meeting room is exempt from public filming unless the meeting resolves to go into exempt 

session. 

 

HOUGHTON REGIS TOWN COUNCIL 

Peel Street, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire, LU5 5EY 
 

     Town Mayor: Cllr Tracey K McMahon   Tel: 01582 708540 

     Town Clerk:   Clare Evans           E-mail: info@houghtonregis.org.uk 

22nd May 2020 

  

To: Members of the Environment & Leisure Committee 

  

Cllrs:  T McMahon (Chairman) 

D Abbott, D Dixon Wilkinson, Y Farrell, S Goodchild, R Morgan, A 

Slough 

 

(Copies to other Councillors for information) 

  

Notice of Meeting  

  

You are hereby summoned to a Virtual Meeting of the Environment & Leisure Committee 

to be held on Monday 1st June 2020 at 7.00pm. 

 

This meeting is being held virtually via Microsoft Teams.  If members of the public would 

like to attend, please pre-advise the Head of Democratic Services 

(louise.senior@houghtonregis.org.uk) by 3pm on the day of the meeting in order for 

appropriate access to be arranged. 

 THIS MEETING MAY 

BE RECORDED * 

 

Clare Evans 

Town Clerk  

 

  

Agenda 

 

This meeting is being held virtually due to Covid-19. To assist in the smooth running of the 

meeting please refer and adhere to the Council’s Virtual Meeting Guidance.  Virtual Meeting 

Guidance can be found on the Houghton Regis Town Council website.  

 

1. APOLOGIES AND SUBSTITUTIONS 

  

2. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

  

 In accordance with approved Standing Orders 1(e) – 1(l), members of the public may 

make representations, ask questions and give evidence at a meeting which they are 

entitled to attend in respect of the business on the agenda. 
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The total period of time designated for public participation at a meeting shall not 

exceed 15 minutes and an individual member of the public shall not speak for more 

than 3 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. 

  

3. SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  

 Under the Localism Act 2011 (sections 26-37 and Schedule 4) and in accordance with 

the Council’s Code of Conduct, Members are required to declare any interests which 

are not currently entered in the member’s register of interests or if he/she has not 

notified the Monitoring Officer of any such interest. 

 

Members are invited to submit any requests for Dispensations for consideration. 

  

4. COMMITTEE ARRANGEMENTS 

  

 Members are advised that in accordance with the Minute 111207 taken at Town 

Council on 18th March 2020 the following committee arrangements remain in place: 

 

Chair and Vice Chair of Environment & Leisure Committee  

 

The Chair and Vice Chair of Environment & Leisure Committee will remain as follows: 

Chair – Cllr McMahon 

Vice Chair – Cllr Slough  

 

Committee Functions & Terms of Reference 

These remain as most recently approved.  

  

 Recommendation: To note the report. 

  

5. MINUTES 

  

 Pages 5 - 8 

 

To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 24th February 2020. 

  

 Recommendation: To confirm the minutes of the Environment & Leisure 

Committee meeting held on 24th February 2020 and for 

these to be signed by the Chairman. 

  

6. 2020/21 BUDGET REVIEW  

  

 Pages 9 - 20 

 

Members will find attached a report on the Environment & Leisure Committees budget 

for 2020/21 supported by the relevant extract from the approved budget for 2020/21.   

  

 Recommendations: To note the report. 

  

7. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 
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 It is hoped to be able to provide to members an Income and Expenditure report relating 

to 2020/21. However, before this can be provided, the financial year 2019/20 has to be 

completed. This is in the process of happening. It is hoped that a report on Income and 

Expenditure to date will be provided ahead of the meeting for consideration.  

  

8. SPORTS FEES FOR 2019/20 SEASON 

  

 Pages 21 - 24 

 

To consider a proportionate reduction in football sports fees for the 2019/20 season.  

  

 Recommendations: To issue credit notes to football hirers to a value of 6/35th of 

their 2019/20 season pitch fees to reflect the reduction in 

their season due to Covid-19. 

  

9. SPORTS FEES FOR 2020/21 SEASON 

  

 Pages 25 - 28 

  

 To consider a proportionate reduction in sports fees for the 2020/21 season should 

sports season not commence at the expected time.  

  

 Recommendations: To provide a proportional discount, relating to the number 

of weeks lost due to Covid-19, to sports hire fees in 

2020/21.  

10. FAIR AND CIRCUS VISITS 

  

 Members are advised that the Fair visit scheduled for May 2020 was been cancelled due 

to Covid-19. This represents a loss in income of approximately £1000.  

  

 Recommendations: To note the report.  

  
11. VISION UPDATE 

  

 Pages 29 - 36 

 

As members are aware the council worked hard during 2019/20 to develop its corporate 

plan for 2020/24 to shape the work of the council over this time period. The final stage 

in the plan was for it to be formally agreed by Council. Due to Covid-19 this stage did 

not happen. However, as the plan was prepared for formal adoption, it is being 

presented to each committee for initial consideration and next steps.  

 

Members of this committee are being asked to view the specific Aspirations and 

Objectives against the Environment & Leisure Committee. Members are invited to put 

forward any specific thoughts and ideas. Staff are giving consideration to the 

Aspirations and Objectives and are endeavouring to incorporate them into ongoing 

work where possible.   

  

 Recommendation:  To note the report. 

  

12. HOUGHTON BROOK UPDATE 
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 Pages 27 - 39 

 

As an update Members will find attached the following (as circulated informally in 

February / March 2020): 

• Project summary notes; 

• Before and after visuals  

 

Since this was circulated a further update has been provided by the Environment 

Agency (EA) as follows:  

 

In early March the EA were preparing to start work on the Houghton Brook flood 

alleviation scheme. Planning permission was in place and the EA were working with 

their delivery partner to start construction in mid-April 2020. However, due to the 

Coronavirus outbreak and concerns about the safe working on site, it was decided to 

pause the start of construction.  

 

However, the EA have continued all other activities including the Public Rights of Way 

diversion order, the Impoundment Licence and the submission of information for the 

discharge of planning conditions. Funding details have also been finalised with 

contributions now secured from SEMLEP and the Department for Education, to 

accompany other funding from Luton Borough Council, Thames Regional Flood & 

Coastal Committee and the Government. A grant from Central Bedfordshire Council 

under their Community Asset Grant scheme has also been secured (£11,794).  

 

More recently, in line with Government advice, the Houghton Brook Flood Alleviation 

Scheme will now go ahead to construction. Enabling works have been planned to 

commence in the week beginning 18 May 2020 and construction will start at the end of 

June 2020. The scheme is due to be completed in early 2021.  

  

 Recommendation:  To note the report. 

  

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 

 

 

 










































































