
*Phones and other equipment may be used to film, audio record, tweet or blog from this meeting by an 

individual Council member or a member of the public. No part of the meeting room is exempt from 

public filming unless the meeting resolves to go into exempt session.  

 

The use of images or recordings arising from this is not under the Council’s control. 

 

 

 

6th November 2024 

  

To: Members of the Community Services Committee 

  

Cllrs: 

 

 

E Costello (Chair), P Burgess, E Cooper, Y Farrell, T McMahon, A Slough, 

C Slough 

  

Notice of Meeting  

  

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of the Community Services Committee to be held at 

the Council Offices, Peel Street on Monday 11th November 2024 at 7.00pm. 

 

Members of the public who wish to attend the meeting may do so in person or remotely 

through the meeting link below.  

 

To attend remotely through Teams please follow this link: MEETING LINK 

 

 

THIS MEETING MAY 

BE RECORDED * 

Clare Evans 

Town Clerk 

 

  

Agenda 

  

1. APOLOGIES & SUBSTITUTIONS 

  

2. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

  

 In accordance with approved Standing Orders 1(e)-1(l) Members of the public may make 

representations, ask questions and give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to 

attend in respect of the business on the agenda.  

 

The total period of time designated for public participation at a meeting shall not exceed 

15 minutes and an individual member of the public shall not speak for more than 3 

minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. 

  

3. SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR 

DISPENSATIONS 

  

 

HOUGHTON REGIS TOWN COUNCIL 
Peel Street, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire, LU5 5EY 

 

        Town Mayor:  Cllr E Cooper             Tel:  01582 708540 

        Town Clerk:    Clare Evans               e-mail: info@houghtonregis-tc.gov.uk 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Nzk0ZWVjY2MtMDg1NC00OTUxLTgyOTgtMDVmZWY4NTE4MTY0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f4f9be03-0713-469e-95bc-e6859f7a18d4%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f9371318-307b-4d65-99f6-262ab53471d5%22%7d
mailto:info@houghtonregis-tc.gov.uk
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 Under the Localism Act 2011 (sections 26-37 and Schedule 4) and in accordance with 

the Council’s Code of Conduct, Members are required to declare any interests which are 

not currently entered in the member’s register of interests or if he/she has not notified the 

Monitoring Officer of any such interest. 

 

Members are invited to submit any requests for Dispensations for consideration. 

  

4. HOUGHTON REGIS SPORTS HALL 

  

 At previous meetings, it was highlighted to Members that there was concern regarding 

the potential future lack of indoor sports hall access in Houghton Regis.  

 

Members are asked to consider what we, as a Town Council, can do to support the 

Houghton Regis Sports Hall users. 

  

 Recommendation:  To consider what we, as a Town Council, can do to support the 

Houghton Regis Sports Hall users. 

  

5. TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING WORKING GROUPS 

AND CONSIDER ANY RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN 

  

 Pages 5 - 25 

   

 Community Engagement Sub-Committee  25th June ’24 

   

 Combating Crime Working Group 19th June ’24, 17th July ’24, 21st August ‘24 

   

 Recommendation:  To receive the Minutes detailed above. 

  

6. CHANGES TO THE PRIDE OF HOUGHTON AWARDS WORKING GROUP 

  

 The Pride of Houghton Awards was set up by the Town Council in 2002 after much 

discussion and planning. The Council wanted to have a scheme that honoured the work of 

the town's unsung heroes and the work that goes on behind the scenes and may not always 

be recognised.  

 

Nominations have been invited for people who go above and beyond the call of duty and 

who selflessly put others before themselves. 

 

The scheme was amended in 2016 to include new categories and highly commended 

nominees. The Pride of Houghton Awards categories may include: 

 

• Individual 

• Young Person (under 18) 

• Carer - (The extra mile award) 

• Care Home Workers 

• Community Facilitator / Local Hero 

• Local Group 

• Local Business/organisation in Houghton Regis 

• Lifetime achievement/special award 
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Members have expressed concerns about potentially knowing many, or even all, of the 

nominees, which can create an uncomfortable situation for them. As a result, the officers 

have reviewed the current shortlisting process. Officers believe in the possibility of 

removing most of the Members from this process and instead appointing a panel of 

previous award recipients supported by officers.  

 

Having the town's celebrated unsung heroes select the next recipients would foster a 

wonderful sense of community. 

  

 Recommendation:  To consider the introduction of previous award recipients to 

the selection panel. 

 

  

7. ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE 

  

 The Localism Act 2011 defines an asset of community value. Parish councils or 

community groups with a connection to the local area can nominate these assets. If Central 

Bedfordshire Council accepts the nomination, local groups will be given the opportunity 

to develop a bid for the asset when it goes up for sale. This process is commonly called the 

‘community right to bid.’ 

 

The right to bid applies only when the asset’s owner chooses to sell it. The owner is not 

obligated to sell, and when they decide to sell the property, they can choose whom to sell 

it to. 

 

Several assets that were previously listed have expired and have been automatically 

removed from the listing, which can be found here - 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory/61/assets_of_community_value/catego

ry/318 

 

Members are encouraged to identify suitable assets within the town for review by officers 

in collaboration with Central Bedfordshire Council. Consideration may be given to the 

following locations: 

 

• Houghton Regis Day Centre 

• Houghton Regis Library 

• Bedford Square Community Centre 

• St. Thomas Meeting House 

• St. Vincent’s Centre 

• Houghton Regis Sports Hall 

 

  

 Recommendation:  To provide officers with clear guidance on proposed Assets of 

Community Value. 

  

8. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 

  

 Pages 26 - 28 

 

Members will find attached the income and expenditure report, for the Community 

Services Committee to date. 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory/61/assets_of_community_value/category/318
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/directory/61/assets_of_community_value/category/318
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This report is provided for information purposes only. 

  

9. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  

  

 • HRTC-2024-CS-12716 

  

 Recommendation: In accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 

Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the 

meeting during the consideration of the item set out below on the 

grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the general interest 

by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

  

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o 
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Houghton Regis Town Council 
Combating Crime Working Group 

Minutes of the meeting held on 

17th July 2024 at 11.00am 

 

Present: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apologies: 

Councillors: 

 

 

 

 

Police: 

 

 

CBC Safer Communities 

& Partnership Team 

 

Officers: 

 

 

Councillor: 

M Herber 

Y Farrell 

T McMahon 

C Slough 

 

Sgt H Miles 

Ch Insp J Goldsmith 

 

S Blake 

 

 

Tara Earnshaw 

Amanda Samuels  

 

E Cooper 

(Chair) 

 

 

 

 

Bedfordshire Police 

Bedfordshire Police 

 

Safer Community Officer 

 

 

Community Services Manager  

Administration Officer 

  

CC446 APOLOGIES & SUBSTITUTIONS   

  

 Apologies were received from Cllr Cooper.   

  

CC447 SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR 

DISPENSATIONS 

  

 None.   

  

CC448 MINUTES 

  

 To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 15th May and 19th June 2024 

  

 Resolved:    To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 15th May and 19th June 

2024 and for these to be signed by the Chairman. 

   

CC449 POLICE REPORT  

  

 Members received a report regarding Operation Hana. 

  

 Members were invited to: 

• Share local concerns in light of the report  

• To discuss any instructions to Bedfordshire Police under Operation Hana.  

 

 Members were updated on local crime figures compared with the same two months of the 

previous year:   
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 Crime recorded had risen with 41 more incidents than the previous year. 

 

There were 17 more recorded crimes in May-June period but solved crimes had risen.   

 

All recorded crimes between 1 Apr – 30 June  totalled 323, which was an average of 108 

per month. 

 

Crimes recorded 

May 2023:  129  Jun 2023 84  

May 2024:  108  Jun 2024 106 

 

For the year to date between June 2023 and June 2024 there were 1,486 recorded crimes, 

with an average of 99 crimes per month. 

 

Acquisitive crime between January - June totalled 133 recorded crimes, an average of 22 

crimes per month 

 

Main locations:  Bedford Square, Morrisons, The Crown and Mayer Way. 

 

ASB incidents reported 

May 2024:  55 – 31 attended by Op Meteor officers  

June 2024:  81 – 50 attended by Op Metor officers 

 

Main locations:  Tithe Farm Road, Cemetery Road. Fensome Crive and Chelsea Gardens. 

 

In regard to Operation Skytree, an uninsured vehicle had been seized and numerous stop 

searches had taken place.  A handheld camera had been purchased and was being used in 

patrols to film riders of nuisance bikes.  A person had been arrested for drug driving and 

the possession of Class A  and B drugs. 

 

 Members were updated on the hours of foot patrol under Operation Hana, members were 

advised that op Hana policing had amounted to 

 

May 2024:  72 hours work with 36 hours of foot patrol (11 PCs and 1 PCSO).   

June 2024:  115 hours work with 60 hours of foot patrol (20 officers and 2 PCSOs) 

  

 Members agreed for the areas of focus for Op Hana to remain the same.   
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 Members were advised that a resident in Bidwell West had concerns regarding off road 

bikes.  There was no CCTV in the location and it was questioned whether a camera could 

be installed.  It was highlighted that this was an unadopted road and the responsibility of 

the developer; however, there was the possibility of installing a camera on the main 

carriageway of Thorne Road. 

 

The Dentist in Bedford Square had concerns that customers had felt unsafe with groups 

congregating on the stairs. 

 

Bedfordshire Police were aware of the situation regarding the dentist and had sent PCSOs 

out.  The representative from Bedfordshire Police also requested contact details for the 

resident in Bidwell West, and the Community Services Manager confirmed these would 

be forwarded. 

 

The Safer Community Officer confirmed he would contact the business officer to see if 

there was a spare radio that could be issued to the dentist. 

  

 Resolved: For Operation Hana to focus on: Bedford Square, Manor Park, White 

House Close,  Neptune Square, Trident Drive,  Chelsea gardens, Tithe Farm 

Road, Hillborough Crescent, Recreation Rd and Houghton Hall Park. 

 

With those highlighted in bold to be a priority of high visibility policing and 

a police presence in the other areas.  

   

CC450 POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER VISIT 

  

 It has been agreed for the PCC to meet with members of the CCWG at the meeting 

scheduled for 21st August 2024. 

 

It was suggested that other councillors might welcome the opportunity to meet with the 

PCC.   One option would be to invite councillors to the opening 30 minutes of the meeting 

and then go into the usual CCWG meeting after the visit.  The Community Services 

Manager would check and confirm if this would be possible. 

  

 Resolved: To note the report. 

  

CC451 CBC COMMUNITY & PARTNERSHIP UPDATE  

  

 An officer from Central Bedfordshire Council’s Community & Partnership Team provided 

an update as follows: 

 

Safer Communities Officer 

• Met with the new Serenity children’s services in Millers Way, Houghton Regis. 

• Visited Tithe Farm Lower School regarding parking issues outside school.  This 

was followed by afternoon school patrols to combat the issues. Road safety 

literature was left with the school for inclusion in the newsletter.  Safer 

Neighbourhood Officer and Community Police also attended. 
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 • Attended Limetree academy path project with neighbourhood operations team 

following recommendations. 

• Resident engagement undertaken at Elm Park Close. 

• Visited Ashtree Road site with neighbourhood housing following issues 

experienced by a resident. This was followed by cutting back tree and bushes and a 

further site visit being arranged with police Designing Out Crime officer.  It was 

hoped that gates could be installed to deter bikes. 

• Hosted a community safety/spiking awareness stand at Houghton Regis Carnival – 

further actions to be completed following concerns raised. 

• Best Bar None assessment completed at The Chequers. 

• Attended re-introduced Houghton Regis Together multi-agency meeting.  There 

was no police presence at the meeting but it was hoped there would be future 

involvement. 

• Referral to Noah Enterprise/CBC Homeless intervention team of homeless person 

sleeping in a van with 4 dogs in an area of Houghton Regis. Further visits were 

conducted to check that support was being provided. 

 

Safer Neighbourhood Officers 

• 29hrs of foot patrols around Houghton Regis (13.5hrs of which were targeted). 

• 47 business visits. 

• 1 weapon sweep at Tithe Farm Recreation Ground – nothing found. 

 

Safer Business Officer 

• 8 business visits were conducted in Houghton Regis, including one to replace a 

broken radio, and another following shoplifting with threats of violence towards 

staff (where the Safer Business Officer is working with the shop’s Crime & 

Investigations Manager and the police). 

• Visited a business whose carpark lights were shining directly into a resident’s 

house. 

• Assisted with Houghton Regis Carnival. 

 

There had been another vulnerable homeless person at Chelsea Gardens.  Safeguarding 

had been put in place and the team were handling the issue. 

 

The Safer Community Officer confirmed that he would pursue the following issues: 

• Complaints by drivers that the roundabout on Poynters Road was overgrown and 

impacting visibility. 

• Damage to the Windsor Drive and Parkside roundabout.  This would be reported to 

Highways.  

  

CC452 REDEPLOYABLE CCTV CAMERA LOCATIONS 

  

 Members received a schedule of redeployable camera locations. 
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 The Community Services Mangers confirmed they had approached CBC regarding the 

replacement of a camera previously situated on the site of All Saints View.  CBC had 

responded that the static camera had been decommissioned and there were no plans for a 

replacement. 

 

The location for the new camera was discussed and Members proposed the roundabout at 

the junction of Thorne Road and Morpeth Road.  It was hoped that this would provide 

some reassurance for the residents of Bidwell West. 

  

 In light of the police report, Members considered whether there was a need to move the 

redeployable cameras to different locations or whether they should remain where they 

were.  Members agreed to leave the cameras in situ: 

• Sundon Road 

• Parkside Drive 

• Tithe Farm Road 

  

 Resolved: To agree, on the advice of the Police or other reliable information, the 

location of the redeployable cameras.  

  

  

 Resolved:   To note the report. 

  

  

  

 The Chairman closed the meeting at 11.45am  

  

 Dated this  21st day of August 2024 

  

  

  

 Chairman 
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