HOUGHTON REGIS TOWN COUNCIL

Peel Street, Houghton Regis, Bedfordshire, LU5 5EY

Town Mayor: Clir M.S Kennedy Tel: 01582 708540
IR Town Clerk: Clare Evans E-mail: info@houghtonregis.org.uk
20t May 2019
To: Members of the New Cemetery Sub Committee
Cllrs: J Carroil, Y Farrell, M Kennedy, R Morgan, S Thorn and T Welch

{Copies to other Councillors for information)
Notice of Meeting

You are hereby summoned to a Meeting of the New Cemetery Working Group to be held
at the Council Offices, Peel Street on Tuesday 28™ May 2019 at 6pm.

Clare Evans
Town Clerk

AGENDA
1, ELECTION OF CHAIR

Members are invited to put forward nominations for Chair of the New Cemetery
Working Group.

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR

Members are invited to put forward nominations for Vice Chair of the New Cemetery
Working Group.

3. APOLOGIES & SUBSTITUTIONS

4. SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR
DISPENSATIONS

Under the Localism Act 2011 (sections 26-37 and Scheduie 4) and in accordance with
the Council’s Code of Conduct, Members are required to declare any interests which
are not currently entered in the member’s register of interests or if he/she has not
notified the Monitoring Officer of any such interest.

Members are invited to submit any requests for Dispensations for consideration.

5. MINUTES

To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 23 April 2019.




New Cemetery Working Group 2 28" May 2019
Recommendationr: To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 23* April
2019.
6. TERMS OF REFERENCE
Page 7

Members will find attached the Committee Functions & Terms of Reference relevant
to this sub committee.

Recommendation: To note the information.
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Houghton Regis Town Council
New Cemetery Sub-Committee
23" April 2019 at 6.30pm

Present: Clirs: J Carroll Chair
M Kennedy
Mrs T McMahon Substitute
A Swain
Ms S Thorne

Officers: Debbie Marsh
Louise Senior

“Corporate Services Manager
[ead of Democratic Services

Apologies: Cllrs: D Abbott

NC94 APOLOGIES & SUBSTITUTIONS

Apologies were received from Councillor bbott and Councillor Ms J Hillyard

(Councillor Mrs T McMahon:substituted)

NC95 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC

None.

NC96  SPECIFIC DECLARATIONS OF IN
DISPENSATIONS =

REST & REQUESTS FOR

futes of ‘the New Cemetery Sub-Committee meeting held on the 11®

onfirm the Minutes of the New Cemetery Working Group meeting
ld on the 11" March 2019 and for these to be signed by the
Chairman.

NC98 RAILWAY TRIANGLE (DOG KENNEL DOWN)

In accordance with Minute NC92 the land known as the Railway Triangle had been
explored with the council’s cemetety consultants. They had provided the following advice:

‘Further to our telephone conversation, all of the sites are situated on the same geological
sequence and therefore carry similar risks with regards to groundwater contamination from
cemeteries. If a sufficient thickness of head soils was encountered on site, the risk may be
reduced.

Our report on Orchard Close in 2014, contained an investigation and flux model which
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highlighted that the risk of contamination into the underlying groundwater table could be
mitigated, but that the EA may require the installation of groundwater moniforing wells.
This report was never submitted to the EA at the time and therefore the nature of their
response is not known.

Since 2014 the EA have tightened their regulations with regards to the protection of
groundwater, especially in areas where Chalk bedrock was encountered due to the sensitive
nature of the aquifer and its importance with regards to supplying drinking water.

This year the EA were due to bring out permitting for cemeteries, on a site such as this, if
burial numbers were in excess of 30 per year the site would fall under permitting and would
require a risk assessment to be allowed to operate.’ =

In summary it suggested that the geology was similar~across Dog Kennel Down, the
Railway Triangle and Orchard Close and that the Environment:Agency (EA) had tightened
their regulations. Other considerations of this site were access (including funeral car access,
pedestrian access and vehicular access and car parking) and services provision, most
notably water. Confirmation of land ownership and any attached covenants also needed to
be completed. However, given the known sues it was: suggested that thls szte was unlikely
to be suitable. :

eration the land formerly known as
the. preliminary assessment suggests
Y, with’ thelr tlghtened regulations, would

Resolved:  Not to proceed Wlth_ further co

Councillor Kennedy proposed a change to the recommendation to read: No further
speculative enquiries will be undertaken until officers have determined the likely size and
type of facility required, using data regarding expected mortality rates for the town and
types of funerals expected for a period of up to 50 years. Members requested that this data
information be reported at the July meeting.

Proposed by: Councillor M Kennedy

Members for: 5 Members against: 0 Abstentions: 0




New Cemetery Sub-Committee 3 23 April 2019

Resolved: That no further speculative enquiries were to be undertaken wuntil
officers have determined the likely size and type of facility required,
using data regarding expected mortality rates for the town and types of
funerals expected for a period of up to 50 years. And that this data
information be reported at the July meeting,

The Chairman closed the meeting at 6.52pm

Dated this day of 2019

Chairman

A







HRTC Commitiee Functions & Terms of Reference Approved: 24% May 2017

Proposed New Cemetery Sub Committee (reporting to Town Council)

Functions

1. To consider any matters referred to it by the Town Council or any other

Committee

2. To consider and determine matters surrounding the development of a new
cemetery for Houghton Regis, including but not restricted to:

Environmental matters '

Policy matters

Visual impact matters

Design matters

Public consultation matters

Future operation and management of the cemetery

3. To commission specialist services such as may be deemed appropriate in

progressing options for future cemetery provision.
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4. To report and to make such recommendations to Town Council as appropriate.

Terms of Reference

¢ The Proposed New Cemetery Sub Committee shall function and operate in
accordance with the Council’s approved Standing Orders.

¢ The Proposed New Cemetery Sub Committee shall consist of 6 members. The
quorum shall be half of its members (three).
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